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2019 Meetings:

I visited the sawmill today.
It is one of my favorite
places to spend time.
Another customer and I
stood there looking at a
huge log, trying to figure out
if it was cherry or maple
when Doug walked up and
exclaimed, “That’s red
oak!”.
As he walked away, Gary
remarked, “it’s amazing how
much wood knowledge he
has”. I agreed and spoke of
how great it is to watch as he
builds his dream.
As we stood looking at the
location upon which the
vacuum kiln will be built
next year, I told him of our
toy program and of all the
lumber that Doug donates to
us. Gary was impressed with

Membership Meetings
Delmar VFW
7:30 P. M.

Jan 17
Mar 21
May 16 Jul 21*
Sep 19
Nov 21*
*July meeting is a
Sunday picnic

*Nov meeting is the
banquet

September Program
For our September program, Cal Coolage will be
giving us a presentation
about his woodworking
business. Be sure to bring
something for show and tell!

what we do and is now
considering membership.
To anyone who hasn’t
visited Timber Haven
Lumber, it’s a great place to
spend time with a great guy
and supporter of our toy
program. As for me, I will
keep trolling his clients for
members.

-Jack Dalton
MDWW President
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Shop On (and maybe sometime for) Wheels

By BobTardiff
Bob Wolak’s shop is in a 20 X 20 building built for his workshop. However, it
is configured so that it can be readily used as a one and a half car garage, if so
desired by a new owner someday. It differs from most garages in that it is
climate controlled, the walls are finished in dry wall, and the outlets, both 110
and 220 are plentiful and four feet off the floor to accommodate benches and
tools alike. It also has a 10 foot ceiling to make handling of sheet goods as easy
as possible. Bob says that if he were designing the building again, he would use
surface wiring rather than have the wiring behind the walls to facilitate the
addition of outlets. Most tools are on wheels.
When asked which item in the shop he was most proud of, he responded
that it is his Dad’s workbench. He said his Dad was “the neighborhood wooden
toy fixer” and was a major influence in getting Bob started in
woodworking. This particular workbench was a prize his Dad won for writing
about fixing wooden toys for a Popular Mechanics contest.

Dad’s prized workbench

Tools on wheels and ready for action
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Bob got away from woodworking for a
while, but like many, he needed something
and couldn’t find it at a price he liked. In
Bob’s case, that something was a picture
frame. So, he made the frame, then many
others and began adding tools.Today, he has
a well-equipped shop with all the usual tools.
He has a table saw, band saw, sanders, planer,
dust collection system, etc.

Frame sled and built-in router table.

He feels his table saw is the most
important tool in his shop and has improved
it in several ways. He built a long extension
in one end and incorporated a router table
into the other end. He said if he were to do
this again, it would be useful to incorporate
the router table into the far end of the
custom extension instead of where it is.

Custom table saw extension table

Marquetry on the back of a clock.

Santas! Hers—left. His—right.

Bob has learned how to do marquetry.
In case you don’t know what marquetry is, “it
is the art and craft of applying pieces of
veneer to a structure to form decorative
patterns.” Wikipedia.
He does this by layering veneer and then
using his scroll saw with an ultra-thin blade
(looks like a piece of wire) to cut out the
picture. The pieces are then carefully glued to
the structure to form a picture. Bob and his
wife also share a common interest in woodcarving and have carved wooden Santas.
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Some other examples of Bob’s work include jewelry boxes, a
concealment cabinet, a coat rack, and a tool chest.

Jewelry Box

Tool Chest

Concealment Cabinet

Coat rack

When asked what his most useful tool was, he responded that as a kid
he was given an old block plane to play with. He couldn’t get it to do a
thing and found it to be useless. Much later he realized that the plane was
neither sharp nor adjusted properly and today he says the block plane is one
of his most useful tools.
Bob also explained an improvement he made to a used lathe which he
had purchased. He is an electrical engineer and designed a controller for a
three phase motor. This kind of motor gives a much smoother source of
torque than a single phase motor. He also included circuitry that allows
him to dial in and maintain precise rotational speeds. Now he is developing
a new skill, making wooden bowls.
Many thanks, Bob, for a most interesting and pleasant time and
sharing some of your shop experience with the club!

