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Presidents Message 

As we come to the end of the year 

we normally look forward to our No-

vember banquet to enjoy time togeth-

er and to thank our toy shop workers 
and the major donors who make the 

toy program possible. With the con-

tinuation of the pandemic restrictions 

regrettably, that will not be possible. 

 

Instead, we want to use this edition of 

the newsletter to accomplish that and 

to bring the latest news to you. 

We have sent letters to our major 

donors to thank them for their con-
tinuing support and to inform them 

that we still have a special gift pre-

pared just for them that they can pick 

up at the toy distribution event at 
Blind Industries on December 6th., or 

we will make arrangements to get the 

gift to them.  Pat Lemley, our fundrais-

ing chair has also sent them a letter to 

say that due to their past generosity 
the funds we have on hand are suffi-

cient to see us through this year so 

we will not be doing a fundraiser. 

 
We want to say a special thanks to all 

the elves who have toiled all year to 

accomplish our mission of getting toys 

into the hands of deserving children 
across DelMarVa. Bob Tardiff has 

been visiting the toy shop and inter-

viewing some of them so you can hear 

why 

they 

devote 

so much 
time to 

the pro-

ject. There are many we have not 

been able to interview and some who 
create toys in their own shops, to 

them we say a special thanks for their 

devotion.  

 
One of those elves is Karson Morrison 

who now lives in Virginia but has con-

tinued his support. We were touched 

by a letter he wrote about his efforts 

to secure wood for the toy jeeps he 
was creating and we thought you 

would like to see how the Lord makes 

arrangements for things to be done in 

his name when we as humans don't 
know where to turn. Thanks Karson 

for sharing that with us. 

 

We have a few member project pic-
tures to show that we continue to 

make sawdust. 

 

We wish the best of health, and hope 
your holidays are filled with joy as you 

gather will family and friends. We 

hope that next year we will be able to 

continue with our meetings and work-

shops we all so enjoy. 

Programs 
 

Tentative workshops for 2020: 

Jewelry Box, Router Plane, Step stool/Tool tote, and Sharpening. 
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Member Projects 

 
Jack Dalton writes “I am really sorry I did not get to bring this blanket chest to show 

and tell. Mary Jane says it is the most beautiful of them all. The finishing technique I 

learned really brought out the beauty of the tiger maple. Our granddaughter Bekah 

and her husband Michael drove all the way from Texas to get it. 
While they were here I had the honor to work with Michael to create a rocking chair 

for their first born which will arrive in May. 

It was a great time for us to work together and get to know each other better while 

MJ shared her crab cake recipe with Bekah.” 
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Member Projects 

Tom Matey sent in a picture of his latest creation, a chest of drawers.   Tom based the design on a cabinet he 

built several years ago that has curved sides.   Tom wrote that he completed this chest after a year’s worth of on 

and off labor.  The chest is made of cherry and is 53" high, 40" wide, and 18" deep.  
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Editor’s Notes 
 

By Bob Tardiff 

 
      Last Tuesday (November 3) I walked into the Toy Shop and found Don Con-

nell, Nevin Garrett and Darrel Mason hard at work.   This is not unusual; in fact, 

what would be unusual is one of them not being there.   So, I took the oppor-

tunity to ask each of them the same simple question.  Why do you give so much 

time and energy to this program?    

 

Don Connell, the leader of the toy program, said he is there to keep everything 

on track to guide the production of over a 1,000 toys a year.   Next year will be 

Don’s 25th year making toys!   Don is proud of the fact that over 1,000 toys are 

made for disadvantaged kids annually and believes that there is a need for even 

more toys.   If you are interested in making toys, please let Don Connell know.   

 

Nevin Garrett, who has the distinction of being the oldest member of the shop; 

he’ll be 94 in January.   Nevin has been making toys over 10 years.  When asked 

why, he simply said he just likes making toys and likes working with Don and the 

whole group.   

 

Darrell Mason is the newbie and has been making toys for almost 3 years.   Dar-

rell is always a man of a few words and summed his reason up in just 12 words:    

What more can you do for yourself than do for somebody else? 

As Jack noted in his letter some of the toys are being made in member shops 

rather than at the Toy Shop.   Making toys is a mission and results in over a 1,000 

toys parceled out to 30 local organizations who see to it that kids who might not 

have much of Christmas at least have a well-made toy. 

Finally, you might be wondering how a local organization get on the list for toys.  

The organizations on the list are there because a member who makes toys rec-

ommended it.        
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Toy Shop 2020  

On October 26 the Toy Shop had a surplus tool sale outdoors in the wood 

storage area.   Bidding on the tools began at 10 and was done silently.  

Members wrote the tool number and their bid and name on a slip of paper 

and put in a box.  At noon the box was opened, the bids sorted with the 

highest bid winning.   The shop made over $300!   Many thanks to Don 

Connell and Darrell Mason for organizing the event.   

 

 

Over a 1,000 toys have been made for the 2020 Toy Distribution and work has 

begun already on toys for 2021.   This year’s toy distribution is scheduled for Satur-

day, December 6.   As mentioned in previous newsletters this year, toys were built 

both at the Toy Shop and in home shops.  Of course, this year, more work was 

done in home shops due to COVID.  
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Toy Shop Update 

In case you don’t know, the toy program operates on donations and gifts.   Below you will will 

find two letters. 

The first is a letter from Pat Lemley to doners who have given substantial gifts to the program.   

This year due to their generosity the toy shop does not need to fund raise and Pat wanted you all 

to see the letter he sent  them. 

The second is a letter from Karson Morrison about his serendipitous experience in scrounging 

wood for a toy jeep for this years’ distribution that you will enjoy. 

                                           Pat’s letter to doners 

 

The Board of Directors of the Mason Dixon Woodworkers, and the very dedicated toy makers in the club, 

would like to thank you for your past years of supporting our toy making project. 

 
As you know, the toy makers have a goal of making approximately 1300 toys that are distributed to deserv-

ing children every Christmas.  Despite the slowdown caused by the recent pandemic, Don Connell has ad-
vised that he, and his workers, are going to produce about 1,000 toys this year for distribution.  “Hats Off” 

to Don and his crew! 

 

The purpose of this letter is to advise you, our supporter, that because of the past support that you, and 
many others, have given us in previous years, the toy project funds, that we have in hand, should be sufficient 

to see us through a minimum of 1 year without soliciting additional funds. 

 

This is possible because of some very generous gifts of money, building materials, and a very nice workshop 

space. 

 

Next year, we may be back asking you for financial support, but for at least 1 year, we are fine, again, 

thanks to you. 

 

Thanks again for your past support. 
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Toy Shop Update 

Karson’s Letter about his quest for Wood for Jeeps                                                                          

 

I wanted to see if I could get some donated wood for making some toy jeeps for the Mason Dixon Wood-

workers Toy Workshop. The power company was doing some tree removal across the street in preparation 

for a Fiber Optic hub. I asked the dozier operator where they took the trees. He said, "A local sawmill" so I 

left and turned around. When I came back he was in the middle of the road flagging me down. He said there 

was a sawmill north of Farmville so I thought I'd go check it out later.  

I was in Farmville on a Sunday and I wanted to check out something on my cell phone, so I pulled into a motel 

parking lot. As I was leaving I had to go the wrong direction to turn around in the middle of a 4 lane road to 

go the correct direction. It was then I saw a sawmill behind the Motel. It was locked. 

A couple of days later I was going to go and see if I could find some wood. I went to the sawmill and talked to 
the owner. He said, “I don't think I have anything that you could use because, the wood that I have is dripping 

moisture. You need some kiln dried lumber." He said a sawmill in Keysville had a kiln and they might be able 

to help me. 

 
So I left there and went north to the sawmill that the neighbor told me about. I got there and there were 2 

semi's loaded with wood. The warehouse was about 20 ft tall with 16 ft doors I didn't think that would be a 

place that I could talk to someone about getting some wood on the cheap or donated. 

 

I drove to Keysville. I got there and there was another gigantic warehouse with trucks on the scale and others 

being loaded. I backed away. Then I went into an office. The door was locked. A person was at the desk and 

she came to the door, “What do you want?” (Middle of the Covid 19.) I told her I wanted to see about some 

wood. She hunted around for a business card, and handed it to me through a crack in the door. It was the 

Regional Manager of Sales. I figured that would lead nowhere, so I took the card and started to drive home. I 

set the GPS to Home and it started to lead me through back roads, and country lanes. I finally came to a stop 

sign and crossed a highway. On the other side I saw a trailer loaded with some newly sawn lumber. Then I 

saw a timber unloader crane. I saw what looked like a bandsaw mill packed up. I saw a couple of piles of 

lumber that were gray from sun bleaching. The area around there looked like a sawmill. There was equip-

ment that suggested there was a sawmill there. But, there was no pile of sawdust, just a few logs that looked 

like they might be cedar. So I finally thought I'd back up to check further. As I backed next into a ditch. I was 

able to pull out and started to backup again. I just missed his mailbox and again backed into the ditch. My 

bumper hitch came to rest on the road. I couldn't pull forward. So I got out of my vehicle and started up the  
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Toy Shop Update 

Karson’s letter continued 

 

driveway. A man came walking down. He said, “I've done that a few times.” I asked him if he had anything to 

pull me out. He said, "I've got a forklift and I'll pick you up and put you back on the road." The forklift got 
both of its rear wheels in the air as it tried to pick me up. But he did get my bumper hitch off the road, so I 

was able to pull forward. I then backed up and pulled into his driveway to thank him. 

 

I proceeded to tell him what I was looking for, and he said “I'm not in the business to buy and sell wood. “I 
use wood to make items for other people.” Then he said I don't think I have anything that you could use any-

way.'  Then he was quiet. I was quiet. Then he said, “Follow me.” We went through his yard stuff and came 
upon a couple of piles of wood between two of his buildings. He said, "I had a customer that asked me to 

make 14 replacement doors for his colonial home. He had the wood custom cut and kiln dried.  Some was 

cut into the horizontal pieces for the 14 doors. Before anything else was done the customer called up and said 

he changed his mind about making the doors. So the wood was moved outdoors. He looked at the pile, I 

looked at the pile and didn't say anything. He said could you use the short cutoff pieces. I replied, "Yes." He 
said again, “I'm not in the business to buy and sale wood.” “But the customer has already paid for the wood 

so I'll give it to you if you can use it." I said, "How do I get it to my vehicle. He said, “You carry it!” SO!. 

 

How did we get to where we are today! 

 

Thinking back over the past few hours of looking for wood I've come to the realization that something caused 
me to check further at this wood and sawmill equipment in this yard. How did I get to this place? The GPS 

pointed me here.  What did I see as I was driving by? Stuff that had a sawmill feeling to me. Why did I not 

just continue to drive by?  I had done that to a couple of other sawmills I had seen in a backyard of a couple 
of houses and I passed them by. I've got the feeling that I was directed by the Lord to go this way and to slow 

down to check it out and then to back-up and then to back-up where I had to talk to the owner. Then it was 
him to say “I don't buy and sell wood!”. But, then he came to the realization that he had something that 

might be able to help me and a hundred other kids with toys. I had some supernatural help in getting me 

some free wood, as I was directed to come this way, and to slow down, and to back-up, and to back-up again 
and get stuck so that I had to talk to someone who doesn't buy and sell or possibly even give away any wood. 

And he just had some wood that someone else had paid for and then didn't want or need. Then he felt that 

he could give it away. Just enough to make the toy jeeps.  

 

How did this come about. I had been to three sawmills and never got anywhere close to getting any wood. I 

had just decided on my own to not even try to get any from the larger sawmills 
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Toy Shop Update 

Karson’s adventure: continued 
 

But, I got some wood donated for the jeep. About 15 – 2 1/4 x 12, and 30 – 2 1/4 x 6 about 3 feet 

long. They were cut for a job for 14 colonial doors  for a customer.  The customer paid for the 
wood, kiln dried  and then changed his mind.  The guy that I got stuck in the ditch in front of his 

house came out to rescue me. I was asking if he had any wood that I could use for the toy jeeps.  He 

said he was not in the business of buying and selling wood. He thought for a while and said follow me.  
He led me to a stack of white pine. He told me about the customer who wanted the doors but 

changed his mind after the wood was cut and kiln dried.  (It was now outside and stacked) he said I 
could have all the short pieces. So I loaded it in my van and left a happy woodworker.  Most of them 

are 2 + inches thickness  

 

There are too many different situations that all came together, from a power company buying a lot 

across the street, to build an Fiber Wifi network. A person across the street removing logs and 

pointing me to a local sawmill then pointing me to a different sawmill north. From traveling north and 

stopping at a sawmill that didn't have any dry wood and him pointing me south for some Kiln Dried 
Lumber. Looking north and not finding any wood. Driving south and not finding any wood. To driving 

home and getting stuck, talking to the owner of where I got stuck. To driving home with some free 

wood. 

 

The kids should be happy as the Lord directed something to them. 


