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Presidents Message 

We certainly had a great finish to 

2021. Our annual dinner was a 
great success, we distributed over 

one thousand toys, and our es-
teemed leader of the toy shop, 

Don Connell, was recognized by 
Governor Carney as an Outstand-

ing Volunteer. We thank Don for 

his years of service and devotion to 
the project. 

 
It is with great sadness we mourn 

the loss of our great friend and 

guild member Bill Jefferson. At the 
same time we celebrate all the 

years we had to work and play 
with such a great man. 

 
 It’s exciting to start the new year 

thinking of all the sawdust we will 

make.  The workshop committee is 

hoping to set something up for 

February; we should have a sched-
ule soon.   

 
I have made some progress on the 

fireplace restoration at our house 
and I am working on rocking chairs 

for two new great grandchildren. 

 
Bob and I need your help! It seems 

most of the projects in the news-
letter lately have been from just a 

few shops. Please, whatever you 

are working on, share it with the 
members. It gives us a chance to 

admire your work and it also 
makes producing the newsletter 

easier. 

Programs 
The January meeting will feature Joel Smith who will be presenting his 

methods for repairing instruments.   Joel will also be talking about 
woods used in various instruments such as the woodwinds, pianos, vio-

lins, guitars and harps.    

2022 Meetings: 
Delmar VFW  

7:30 P. M.  
 

 Jan 20 Mar 17  
 May 19 Jul 21*  
 Sept 15 Nov 17@ 

  
# Cancelled due to pandemic 
  
* Annual Sunday Picnic  
 
@ Annual Banquet 
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Bill Jefferson 
1946 - 2021  

 

 

Bill Jefferson is one of the greatest men I have had the honor to know.   Whether working 
with him in the shop or being the fall guy for his latest Gotcha, life with Bill was a pleasure. 

 

When I delivered his eulogy the audience was thrilled with the stories about Bill and Irv and 

the tolls for the woodwork’s conference, and the time he took up a donation for “Woeful 

Worker” Ed Nock 

 

We remember his service to the guild, five years as President and all the times he was in the 

hot sun cooking hamburgers and hotdogs for our picnic. 

 

Rest well our dear friend, we will carry on as best we can. 

 -Jack Dalton 
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Don Connell receives Governor’s Service Award  

I salute these worthy recipients and all those who volunteered their time and energy this 

year to help improve the health and well-being of their neighbors in need,” said Governor 
John Carney. The coronavirus pandemic has brought special challenges for many of our 

residents in 2021, which is why I am doubly grateful for the generosity and selfless commit-
ment of these volunteers.  

Don Connell was honored with a Governor’s Outstanding Volunteer Award for his lead-

ership of the Toy Shop.   On December 22, 2021 Governor Carney said  

A virtual ceremony for all recipients was scheduled for January 17, 2022, but has been post-

poned until February 24, 2022 at 7:00 P.M. due to Covid.   The February 24 virtual ceremo-

ny  can be viewed at volunteer.delaware.gov  or at Volunteer Delaware Facebook page.   

 
But in  December, Susanne Ferris, Volunteer Services Adminstrator for Volunteer Delaware 

made a surprise visit to the Toy Shop and presented Don with a special cake and read Gov-

ernor’s citation.     

 
The December 22 press release where profiles of all the recipients are shared can be found 

on the link below 

 

https://news.delaware.gov/2021/12/22/48-individuals-and-13-groups-will-receive-governors-

outstanding-volunteer-awards-in-virtual-ceremony-jan-17/ 

The cake presented to Don by Susanne Ferris 

volunteer.delaware.gov
https://news.delaware.gov/2021/12/22/48-individuals-and-13-groups-will-receive-governors-outstanding-volunteer-awards-in-virtual-ceremony-jan-17/
https://news.delaware.gov/2021/12/22/48-individuals-and-13-groups-will-receive-governors-outstanding-volunteer-awards-in-virtual-ceremony-jan-17/
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Toys on Display  

 

 

Through January, the Bridgeville Public Library is displaying  MDWW toys from Jack Dalton’s 

collection.    

 
Also on display is a horse trailer and tractor made by C.H. Whittaker of St. Michael’s made 

for his grandchildren in the 1950s.    
 

Also on displayed are toys that David Southern’s grandfather reconditioned as a hobby.  
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Member Projects 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One Saturday back  in September my wife and I took a day trip to the Eastern Shore 

of Virginia and ran into a whole collection of a member’s projects by accident.   The 
bakery and the Eastern Shore Waterman’s Museum in Onancock were on our list of 

stops.   While eating a donut, we noticed a Farmer’s Market and decided to check it 

out.   There we found Cal Coolige set up for business!   

 

    

-Bob Tardiff 
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Member Projects 

 

 
 

Jack Dalton sent in a picture of where he is his project to restore his fireplace that was 

published in the March, 2021 Newsletter.   Jack writes 

 

January 2022 

March 2021 
   Date to be determined 

It still looks rough ( building around a “not so square” fireplace)but I did learn to 

make the  fluted columns for the corners of our fireplace restoration. The next step 

will bring it to something recognizable. 



Page 7 
Woodworker Times 

September 2016 

Member Projects 

 

 

 

Jack also sent in several pictures of signs he and Sklar Willey have made recently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The “R” and “L” reached their final home on South Main St in Bridge-

ville. Two families live on the property and the initials are for them.  

 

Jack says Don’t blame us for the slant on the “L” or the red back-

ground, the realtor who ordered them did the installation. 
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Toy Giveaway 2021 

 

 

The Toy Shop had over 1,000 toys ready for the annual giveaway on December  4.   As usual 
organizations were pleased to get toys for the children they serve.   Some organizations 

couldn’t make the Saturday giveaway and picked up their allotment in the following weeks.  
This year Jodie Clark of WMDT news covered the giveaway.   Click on  at https://

www.wmdt.com/2021/12/local-woodworkers-hand-making-toys-for-children-this-holiday-

season/ to watch. 

 

    

https://www.wmdt.com/2021/12/local-woodworkers-hand-making-toys-for-children-this-holiday-season/
https://www.wmdt.com/2021/12/local-woodworkers-hand-making-toys-for-children-this-holiday-season/
https://www.wmdt.com/2021/12/local-woodworkers-hand-making-toys-for-children-this-holiday-season/

