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2022 Meetings:
Delmar VFW
7:30 P. M.

Jan 20 Mar 17
May 19 Jul 21*
Sept 15 Nov 17@
# Cancelled due to pandemic
* Annual Sunday Picnic
@ Annual Banquet

The Jewelry Box Workshop on
March 26th held at M4 Reactor
was well-attended. Five of
MDWW members as well as
three members of M4 and a
member of the general community participated. We are
pleased to announce that Noah
Spence, the participant from the
community at this workshop,
has joined MDWW. There are
three more workshops scheduled at M4 this year, and we
look forward to attracting more
new people to our guild.
In the March issue we showed a
book bank that was designed
and made by Harry Suber in his
home shop. In this issue we
have an overview of what went
into that build. All 100 book
banks have been completed.
We are pleased to welcome
Harry to MDWW, too.

decided to Take it to the street.
On April 30th Don Hicks and I
set up a display of toys at the
Ocean Pines Chamber of Commerce Spring Market. Many people came to see what we do,
and needless to say, some wanted to buy the toys.
The committee is planning to set
up a display table at Third Friday
in Salisbury on May 20. At this
event vendors and others set up
displays along the street, there’s
a stage with live music and folks
get to enjoy music and have fun.
We also will have a table at the
Delmar Spring Celebration in
the park on June 4th.

Lastly, our speaker for the May
meeting is our own Don Hicks.
Don will be reviewing four or
five different multi-tools, their
operation and various jigs to
Our membership committee has make such tools more useful.
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Programs
At our March, 2022 meeting we had an introduction to building and maintaining guitars by
Dan Connell. Dan began doing this while still in high school and used the family bathtub to
soften the wood for bending. Dan brought several of the jigs used to build and service guitars and gave insight into how guitars are constructed. He ended by playing his guitar and
singing a song. The acoustics in the VFW Hall were awesome.

Don and Dan Connell
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March 26th Jewelry Box Workshop
Five of our members as well as three members of M4 and a member of the general community participated in this workshop. The day did not include engraving but afterwards
member Ken Gaither engraved his using M4’s laser and then Ken engraved another for Jim
Ware’s box.

Jim Ware’s top with protective paper in place

Ken Gaither’s top

Upcoming Workshops for 2022
Date

Activity

Limit

Place

Time

May 28

Lathe for Beginners

12

M4 Reactor

Time

Aug. 6 & 7

Make a Hallway Bench

8

M4 Reactor

TBD

Sept. 24 & 25

Make a Shaker Box

8

M4 Reactor

TBD
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Book Bank
The book bank was designed and made by Harry Suber in his shop and requires several precise
operations to create the small parts. The design was laid out in schematic and then parts were
fabricated using conventional woodworking tools, a CNC router and a laser cutter. The bank
has a lock which consists of three small blocks of hardwood and a 10 penny nail. In the picture at the lower left the case is right side up and the nail is poised to drop into the block at
the bottom. The two blocks at the top are glued to the case and the block at the bottom is
glued to the money box. When the nail drops, the money box is locked in the case. When
the bank is turned upside down the nail falls back and money box can slide out. Note that this
lock mechanism is not visible once the back of the case is glued on and the money box cannot
be removed from the case when it is unlocked because of stops in the case.
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Book Bank continued
Several custom jigs were made to glue these parts together. Here is a collection of pictures
illustrating some of the steps and jigs used in the build process. Harry says that creating the
right jigs and the right parts and the right steps to build 100 banks was indeed a challenge with
some false starts, but in the end it all came together. What a nice gift for 100 lucky kids!

Coin slots cut on CNC

Template to place parts in laser cutter and finished parts after etching

Custon jig to glue up case. Also notice black
spacer to install small block for lock

Installing stop to keep money box in
case; notice the yellow spacer

Money box in partially completed case

Notch on money box to clear stops
in the final construction
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Member Project
Tom Matey sent in these pictures of his winter project this year. Tom writes These are
modified Adirondack chairs with a seat height of 20” (much easier to get up from) and an adjustable back. The wood is sapele with a tung oil finish. All fasteners are stainless steel.
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Nevin Garrett has decided to retire at only 95 years old. Nevin has
worked at the toy shop for about 12 years and in that time, until very
recently, he was there every Tuesday and Wednesday from start to
finish. Don recalled that he would find Nevin, after picking up his
breakfast at McDonalds, sitting in his car doing a crossword puzzle
waiting for Don to arrive. Nevin always seemed to have a joke to tell
or a puzzle to work out. Nevin was known for his attention to detail. In the picture Nevin is assembling a xylophone and testing it to
be sure each bar can vibrate and does so at the correct pitch. Nevin
will be missed for sure!
For the foreseeable future the Toy Shop is open only on Tuesdays. Carol Connell, Don’s
wife, had a fall while home alone, and Don has had to take a leave to care for her as she recovers. In the meantime, Darrell Mason opens the shop on Tuesdays, so work can continue
on this year’s toys. And Don is working on gluing up the fuselages for the helicopter.
Lastly, Jack Dalton has received an inquiry from the Delaware Woodworkers Guild concerning our Toy Shop. That guild, which has been in existence in New Castle County for over 25
years with members from Delaware, Maryland, and New Jersey is experiencing a decline in
membership. One of their ideas to reverse this trend is to start a toy shop and they wondered how we get our liability insurance. In case you don’t know, our liability insurance is
provided through Volunteer Delaware, so we introduced them to the leadership of Volunteer Delaware. Chuck Skelley, President of the Delaware Woodworkers Guild, was excited
to learn about our toy program and asked if some of their members could visit our shop.
Chuck has also extended an invitation for us to attend their next general meeting which is on
June 19th 12:00 PM—1:30 PM at Woodcraft in New Castle and may also be available via
Zoom (We’ll send a link when available.). Chuck also said that he has been talking with leadership of a maker’s space (like M4) in Bel Air, Maryland, and that it has extended an invitation to visit that operation. We are planning to put together field trips for those interested
in either of these opportunities to visit other woodworkers.

